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From the Pastor

Bethel Presbyterian
Church
203 S. Kentucky Street
Kingston, TN 37763
To contact us:
Phone: (865) 376-6340
Fax: (865) 376-6390
Email:
1bethel@bellsouth.net
On the web:
www.bethelpcusa.org
Office Hours: 9-3:00 M-F
Sunday Schedule:
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship/
Coffee
11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Youth
Sacrament of Holy
Communion is celebrated
On the first Sunday of each
month.

Bethel
Presbyterian
Church ~ a community of
faith coming together,
for fellowship, study and
service...seeking God’s
peace, justice and love ~

This is one of my favorite
months of the year. I love the
cooler temperatures, the color
of the changing leaves, the
shorter days. It makes me look
forward to winter – not so much
for the cold and bleakness of it,
but for the rhythm of nature
that says slow down, rest a bit.
Of course we hardly notice
those rhythms. We are more
pulled by the rhythm of the
school calendar with soccer
practice, football games, band
concerts, and Halloween parties. But there was day when
most people looked to October
as the harvest month. The last
vegetables pulled from the
ground or plucked off the vine:
sweet pumpkins, a variety of
squash, the last of the lettuce,
and a few onions. And in those
days, churches had great Harvest services.
When most of us moved off
the farm, and the church bell
was no longer tolled to call us to
church, we shifted our harvest
services to November and made
them Thanksgiving services.
But when I was in Northern
Ireland, I was re-introduced to
a Harvest service – in October.
It was a wonderful service. The
sanctuary was filled with all
kinds of produce – vegetables,
breads, cheeses. Most of them
came from Northern Ireland,
but then there was also star
fruit, pineapple, avocado, chick
peas, almonds and nearly anything else you could imagine.
The women told me they remembered when the only thing
brought for the harvest service
was what had been grown in

someone’s garden. But as they
said, times have changed and
most people bring things they
buy at the grocery store.
Though the offerings of food
were spectacular, what struck
me most was the focus on food
needs locally and around the
world. On that Sunday in
Northern Ireland, while we celebrated and gave thanks for God’s
abundance, we also confessed
the unnecessary lack of food for
so many and we received an offering to aid in buying rice for
the worlds’ poor and hungry.
I know that Bethel has a history of Harvest Services –I have
seen pictures of the wonderful
display of God’s bounty. Again
this year we are going to celebrate and give thanks for God’s
gracious abundance to us as we
share in a Harvest Service on
Oct 16. In fact this whole
month, we are going to pay particular attention to God’s call to
us to share the abundance of
God’s grace and love as well as
the abundance of food available
to us.
As we celebrate we will also
remember those who have too
little and we will be asking for
donations of beans and rice for
HOME on Oct 16, which is a 3rd
Sunday when we normally bring
canned goods. That Sunday we
will also share a meal together –
a simple meal - that we will eat
in solidarity with the poor of the
world. Join us in October for
worship and fellowship as we
explore the abundance of God’s
bounty and seek God’s justice so
that all may have enough.
Grace and peace, Wendy
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Hands of Mercy
Enterprises
Fall Festival
Report
Bethel’s Fall Festival held on
September 24th was a great
success. A new addition to the
festival, the youth yard sale,
was partnered with KUMC to
benefit the youth program,
and brought many out in the
community to share in the
fun. Along with the yard sale,
the festival hosted John Knox
Center’s petting the critters
experience, a Zumba Gold fitness session, horse rides &
games for kids, Market place
with crafts and baked goods,
Silent Auction, The Riverfront
Band, a Café for lunch,
KUMC's BBQ Chicken lunch,
and a dinner with guest pianist, Bernadette Renfro. A vesper’s service ended the funfilled day with financial success. Total money raised at
the festival was $7,552, an
increase of $2174 from last
year’s proceeds. The funds are
divided as follows:
$4,325 for Mission
$1,896 for Youth
$1,331 for Building Fund
The proceeds for Mission
will be divided between
Hands of Mercy Enterprise
www.roanehandsofmercy.org/,
CASA, and Presbytery of East
Tenn. Disaster Relief.
The Fall Festival Committee
would like to thank all who
made this festival a success,
and way to provide needs to
the community.

Twenty years ago Dick Hettrick had a vision of an ecumenical council assisting those in
need in the community with their
rent and utilities. The RCCM
was founded. Ten years later the
plan had worked so well they decided to try an ecumenical food
bank.
HOME started with the support of four churches. They had
nine volunteers from the
churches. Some days they had to
close for lack of food. They served
20-25 clients a month.
Today HOME is supported by

Buddy's
Race
Against
Cancer

BUDDY'S Race
Against Cancer is a 5K
walk and run that
raises funds for
Thompson Cancer Survival Center's Cancer Outreach
Services program. This is the
18th year for this race. Since its
inception, the BUDDY'S Race
has raised over $4 million for
cancer education and care in
East Tennessee. Thanks to
BUDDY'S Race Against Cancer
supporters and participants,
thousands of medicallyunderserved individuals have
received life-saving screenings
and information each year.
Unlike some fundraisers, proceeds raised by the Race go to
fight cancer locally. Through prevention, early detection and education, lives are being saved.
Buddy's Race Against Cancer
is on Sunday, November 13th @
World's Fair Park. The Roane

twenty-four churches, several
Sunday School classes from various churches, several individual
also donate money every month.
Many civic groups have food
drives at different times of the
year for the food bank.
Today they have thirty-five
volunteers and serve 900-1000
clients a month.
One of the original volunteers
still works as a volunteer and
another serves on the board of
HOME.
A more complete history of
HOME will appear in the Nov.
Open Door.

County High School
(RCHS) Marching Band
has a team called, "Band
Together for a Cure".
Last year, RCHS had the
most participants of any
team participating in
this race, 180 people!
The team consisted of
band members, friends of
band members, and
members of Bethel Presbyterian and KUMC.
Our youth group participated last
year in this meaningful event,
and everyone signed up as part of
the "Band Together for the Cure"
team. I am encouraging our congregation to sign up for this race,
either online @ buddysrace.org
before midnight on October 23,
2011 or by mail post marked on
or before October 23. I will have
race registrations forms outside
the table in the sanctuary. There
is a 5-K, an un-timed two mile
trek, and a walk in the park. The
cost for this race is $30.00 for
adults, and $ 15.00 for youth.
Covenant Health employees get
to participate for $25.00. Please
sign up as part of the Band Together for the Cure team.
Thanks. Linda Preston 466-1461

The Open Door……………………………………………………………………….3
Flower Ministry
Ministry Support Team
STATUS REPORT ON BETHEL’S
BUILDING CAMPAIGN AND MORTGAGE:

Good News and Continuing Opportunities
Given the response within Bethel
and from the larger community,
the “new” Bethel has met and
exceeded all expectations for a
worship space, a fellowship place
and a place for new and expanded ministries. Indeed, we
are poised to go to new places in
our ministries. Already, our new
combined youth and young adult
program is launched; we have
embarked upon a singular, certainly unique to Roane County,
Bethel Arts Ministry; and our
spaces are seeing use for a number of community activities…
witness our recent Fall Festival!
And we have just begun…
On the financial front, there is
also good news. We have paid off
the first $100,000 in principal on
our PILP mortgage. That means
that we have foreshortened our
note payment schedule by 20
months saving quite a bit in interest. We have also paid
$37,000 on the balance of our interest-free loans from Presbytery
and a private individual. This
was the plan; the quicker we pay
our note the quicker we can divert interest money to ministry
money!
Here are some data, results
that we can take pride in.
In 2009 we recorded 60 active
pledges, totaling $616,000 with
93% received (Campaign I)
In 2010 we recorded 36 active
pledges, totaling $270,000 with
91% received (Campaign II)
We currently have 24 pledged
contributors to the mortgage, 4
regular contributors and one
multi-year stock gift that together contribute $5537/ month
to the mortgage notes.
We do have continuing oppor-

tunities. At the conclusion of our
last building fund campaign we
had an open-ended commitment
of over $9000 per month from
giving units to pay our combined
note payments $8350 per month.
In addition there are continuing
building fund pledge commitments outstanding. Memorials
add to the amount by which we
could pay down the principal as
required by PILP.
Times they do change. People
move away, people pass away
and circumstances change. As a
consequence of these changes we
now find ourselves with new
challenges. Our mortgage payment commitments have dropped
from $8272/month in 2010 to
$5537/month in the first 8
months of 2011. As a result, our
original 3 month reserve of
$25,000 has been depleted to
$9400.
So our challenges are threefold. First, we need to encourage
contributions (hopefully openended) to reach a consistent level
to meet the monthly loan obligations. Second, we need to build
our mortgage reserve back to an
acceptable level (Session has approved building a 6-month reserve). And third, when monthly
payments are secured and a suitable reserve in place, continue an
aggressive effort to make payments on principal to retire the
debts as early as possible.
Please reflect and pray about
what you can do to meet our continuing challenges.
We are Bethel. Together, we
can do this and much, much
more.
--Frank Harris

The red/orange surprise lilies
(Nerines) used in the arrangements earlier in the month were
from Wanda Carter’s garden.
Many thanks to Wanda for sharing. We thank Joan, too, for supplying many, many zinnias and
dahlias for arrangements. In
addition, Mike and Jeanette
McElhinney supplied celosia and
Zebra grasses. As always, many
thanks to Nancy and Joan for the
innovative arrangements Sunday
after Sunday. Their dedication is
always appreciated.

Family and Fellowship
The Family and Fellowship Team
will meet on October 19, 5:30 in
the Fellowship Hall.

Harvest Sunday
Fellowship Meal:

Please sign up to bring either
beans, rice, a beans and rice combination, slaw, cornbread, or
fresh fruit for the Harvest Meal
which will be October 16 after
the worship service in the Fellowship Hall.
On this day we recognize that
most of the world eats very simply so we will show our solidarity
with peoples of the world.
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Thank you for everyone's support of the youth yard sale. We raised
over $1,800! The money raised will help our youth program continue it's
awesome ministry in the community of Kingston, TN. Thank you to everyone who priced, organized, made signs to advertise and helped setup for
the yard sale. Your help was greatly appreciated!

Transitions
Fellowship
Join us for this awesome time

to fellowship, food and growing in
Christ together.

This month:

What a great time of year!

The leaves are changing colors, football games every weekend, cooler weather…..Life is good! Come join us
for all of the great activities that are happening at Ignite/Fusion Kingston
and Transitions Fellowship.

Every Wednesday at 7 PM
Word Search at the Brown’s
house.

Every Sunday at 6 PM join
us for Ignition in the KUMC
youth room.

Don’t forget your money for
our friend Charity in Uganda.
Every $2-$3 you bring can help
improve this little girls life.

This Month:

October 2- 6 PM- THE FEAST
& Ignition. We will start planning Youth Sunday, October 30.
We want all youth to participate
in this great day!
October 5-7 PM-Word Search at
the Browns house.
October 9- 6 PM-THE FEAST &
Ignition. Youth Sunday planning.
October 12-7 PM- Word Search

at the Brown’s house.
October 14- Will will be at the
RCHS game! If you can find him,
you might win a prize.
October 16-1 PM-8 PM- The always famous Cornmaze, Bonfire,
and Beef Stew event!
We will leave Kingston at 1 PM
and head down to Athens, TN to
the Mayfield Farm & Nursery.
We will return to the Brown’s
house for the bonfire and beef
stew and s’mores. We will return
to KUMC and Bethel at 8 PM.
The cost is $10. Contact Will for
scholarship information.
October 17-21- Fall Break!!!!
October 19- 7 PM-Join us for
Movie Night in the Bethel youth
room.
October 23- 6 PM- THE FEAST
& Ignition. One more Sunday for
Youth Sunday planning! Get excited!
October 26-7 PM- Dress rehearsal for Youth Sunday in the
Bethel Sanctuary.
October 30- Youth Sunday at 11
AM. This is it!!! Celebrate and
let’s show the church how much
we appreiciate them!
October 30-6 PM- Halloween
Party. (More details coming soon.)

October 2- 4 PM-Ultimate Frisbee anyone??? Meet at Fort
Southwest Point.
October 8-Love Kitchen at Rockwood Presbyterian Church\
October 9-4 PM-Ultimate Frisbee at Fort Southwest Point
October 11-7 PM Fellowship:
Location TBA. Watch Facebook
and email for information. (New
Study series and Cell Groups:
Economy of Love)
October 23- Lunch after church.
We will leave the KUMC parking
lot at 12:15 for a great meal together.
October 25-7 PM Fellowship:
Location TBA.

Upcoming events:
November 5- Mission Experience to Clearfork Community
Institute in Eagan, TN. More
information to come.
November 8- Take Time Coffee
House (Take time to worship
with music and each other at this
great Coffeehouse experience)
__________
Do you have old cell phones or
old printer cartridges sitting
around your house? Bring them
to the church and help fund the
Ignite/Fusion Kingston (formerly
Bethel/KUMC Student Ministry).
Contact Will at the church office
for more information.
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Christmas Activities
For many years, Bethel and
KUMC members enjoyed personal and gift shopping through
10,000 Villages. This service is
no longer available but the Service Team plans to replace it with
another Christmas Market involving crafts and products from
other parts of the world.
The Bethel Christmas Market
will be available from 12:15 –
3:00 p.m. Sunday, November 13
in the gathering area. Hand
made items from fair trade cooperatives in Palestine and Peru
will be available for purchase. In
addition, virgin, 1st pressed olive
oil from a fair trade cooperative
of olive grove farmers in Palestine will be available.
And there is more! There will be
coffee, tea, chocolate, nuts, etc.
for sale from Equal Exchange
which is a PCUSA hunger program partner.
Be sure to come, enjoy the coffee, try the other samples and
plan to buy for yourself and others on your Christmas list.

Welcome New Members
During worship on September 25th, we welcomed the following new
members: Brian Shelby, Don & Janet Gasparetti, Eric & Laura Windhausen, Susan Cutts, and Donna Walker
Also, Maria Gasparetti (Laura’s daughter), and Isaac Shelby & Rebecca Shelby were added to the baptized roll.
If you haven’t already had the chance, please be sure to meet and
welcome all of these wonderful folks!

World Communion Sunday /2011 Peacemaking Offering

Christmas Baskets/
Angel Tree
It is that time of year again to
start thinking about our annual
Christmas Basket/Angel Tree
distribution during Hanging of
the Greens scheduled for Sunday
afternoon, December 4 with set
up Saturday, December 3. We
hope to supply baskets for 45
families and gifts for approximately 50 children. Not only
does this project need monetary
assistance but we will also need
many volunteers to make it as
successful as it was last year.
Many children participated in
the activities in the Fellowship
Hall while the parents filled baskets and collected gifts. Several
families stayed for supper and
vespers. With the help of the
congregation, it was a very successful day.

an emphasis on peacemaking across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
Each congregation is encouraged to retain 25 percent
of the Offering it receives to
use for local ministries of
peacemaking within the
church and its community.
Twenty-five percent is used
by presbyteries and synods,
and 50 percent is used by the
Presbyterian Peacemaking
Program.
The Presbyterian Peacemaking
Program and the Peacemaking
Offering celebrated their thirtieth anniversary in 2010. The Offering was organized following
the adoption by the General Assembly of Peacemaking: The Believers’ Calling, which called for

The theme for the 2011 Offering is “A Harvest of Justice Is
Sown in Peace” (James 3:18). The
art is Santa Cena, a serigraph by
José Ignacio Fletes Cruz.
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MEMORIALS
The following memorial gifts
were received in the month of
September:
In memory of Marcy Smith
from:
Melanie Sherrod
Dick Evans and Celia Simon
Gary and Dianne Griffith
Joe and Amy Coen
In memory of Teresa Hettrick
from:
Bill and Betty Ulrich
In memory of Marc Sherrod
from:
Joe and Amy Coen

Cards and Letters
Thank you

The family of Marcy Smith
thanks the congregation of
Bethel for their prayers, compassion, and the outpouring of
cards and letters. Pat & Tim
deeply appreciate your
thoughtfulness. You have
helped us through a difficult
time and we are deeply grateful.

Jamestowne
851 Lawnville Road, Kingston 37763
Nelle Griffith
Room 206
Dick Hettrick
Room 102
Louise Pickel
Room 209
Mac Robbins
Room 305
Sophie Simon
Room 302
Wellington Place
1098 Bradford Way, Kingston 37763
Jan Parker
Room 107
Renaissance Terrace
257 Patton Lane, Harriman 37748
Marge Maki
Room 108A
The Bridge at Rockwood
5580 Roane State Hwy Rockwood 37854
Roberta Cash
Room 201B
Margaret True
Room 349
NHC Healthcare Oak Ridge
300 Laboratory Rd Oak Ridge 37830
Wanda Carter
Room 212A
Brakebill Nursing Home
5837 Lyons View Pike Knoxville 37919
Anne Smith
Room 219-B
Briarcliff Heath Care
100 Elmhurst Dr. Oak Ridge 37830
Pat Hale
Room 209

REMEMBER
IN PRAYER

Assisted Living and Nursing
Homes

In Need of Prayer: Gil & Julie Barber, Justin Trivette,
Mike Skinner & family, Pat Hale, Helene Ricker, Dianne Swinler
(Brenda Strickling’s sister), Deborah Baird & Justice Baird (sister &
brother of Barbara Baird).

October
Birthdays

2 Don Pierce
3 Chris Badger
Jamie Woodard
4 Hannah Sherrod
5 Gisela Condon
Eden Sherrod
9 Joshua Smith
13 Gary Lemasters
Tom Pickel, Jr.
14 Betty Nason
17 Jared McGill

19 Andy Holloway
Scott McGill
Jill McMaster
20 Eddie Kirby
Caleb Sherrod
24 Yvonne Rossi
25 Eric Windhausen
27 Dot Davis
29 Rebecca Dailey Pierce
James Woodard
31 Julie McGill
Roger Richmond

October 2011
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

EACH WEEK:
Seniorcize: M/W/F 9:00 a.m.
Taoist Tai Chi: Tues., 6-7:30 Sat. 9 a.m.
(all exercise classes in the Fellowship Hall)
Spanish: Tues. Beginners 5:30, Advanced 6:30 p.m.
Art Club: Mondays at 10 AM or 6 PM in the 2nd Floor Art Room
Handbell Choir Practice: Wednesday, 5:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Practice: 7:00 p.m.
Children’s Choir: 8:30 a.m. @ KUMC Annex
(Ignite/Fusion Sun. 6 PM / WordSearch Wed. 7 PM (Full calendar on p.4)

2

3

4

5

6

PET Middle School Retreat @
Camp John Knox

7

World
Communion
Sunday

Love Kitchen @
Rockwood 1st
Pres.

10

Transitions/
Frisbee 4 PM

16

11

12

Transitions
Fellowship 7
PM

17

18

Harvest
Service w/
Meal Following

23

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

Stated Session
Mtg. 6:30 PM

19
Family &
Fellowship
Team 5:30

24

Transitions/
Lunch after
Worship

25

26

No Service
Team Meeting

Buddy’s Race
Entry Deadline

30
Youth Sunday
5th Sunday
Worship @
MCRCX

8
Photography
Class 10 AM

Transitions/
Frisbee 4 PM

9

Sat

31

Looking Ahead:
Transitions Fellowship Mission Experience
@Clearfork Community Inst., Nov. 5th
Transitions Fellowship Take Time Coffee House,
Nov. 8th
Buddy’s Race Against Cancer, Nov. 13th

