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Dear Friends,

Merry Christmas and Happy
Epiphany! I pray the holidays
were bright and merry for you.
As we transition from Christmastide to Ordinary time, it is the
perfect time to think about who
Jesus is and what is at the heart
of being Christian. I am excited
that we have the opportunity to
reflect on these important matters together as a church family
throughout January, February
and March during the Faith Formation Series “The Heart of
Christianity.”
“The Heart of Christianity”
series is based on the book by
the same title by Dr. Marcus
Borg. We will talk about faith,
scripture, God, Jesus, the
church and much more as we
worship, discuss, learn, play and
eat together. This series will include some Sunday evenings, a
weekend retreat, and a Wednesday fellowship supper. Mark

your calendar now for the following dates:
Sun, Jan 19 5-6:30
Sun, Jan 26 5-6:30
Sat, Feb 15- Sun, Feb 16
Church family retreat at John
Knox Center
Sun, Feb 23 5-6:30
Sun, Mar 9
5-6:30
Wed, Mar 26 6:30
The Sunday evenings will
include a meal and the
Wednesday evening will be during fellowship supper. Details
about the church family retreat
are included elsewhere in the
newsletter. This series is intended to be cross generational, meaning everyone – our 2
year olds and our 90 year olds –
are not only welcome but encouraged to participate together.
We know that all of us learn
best when we learn together as
a family. Our youngest children
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will be shaped by our oldest
adults and our oldest adults will
see a new perspective from our
young ones. Research shows that
young adults who were part of a
cross-generational ministry setting
stay in church as they mature
much more readily than those who
were only in age-divided ministries.
So come and participate as we
ponder the Heart of Christianity
and are formed in the faith together. If you or someone you know
would like to participate but needs
a ride to be able to do so, please
contact the office and we will get
you a ride. If a scholarship would
enable your family to participate in
the church family retreat, let me
know and we will arrange it. You
can order the book, The Heart of
Christianity, from Amazon or
Cokesbury if you would like to
read it.
I look forward to this Faith Formation series and to learning
across the generations.

Grace and peace, Wendy

2
Bethel Church Family
Retreat
at John Knox Center
Cost Breakdown

Family of 4 (Parents & 1 child 510 years old (1/2 price meal) and
1 child under the age of 5 (free))
$90 (lodging) + $57.50 (food)=
$147.50
Family of 4 (Parents & 2 children
5-10 years old (1/2 price meal))
$90 (lodging) + $69 (food) = $159
Family of 4 (Parents & 2 Teens)=
$90 (lodging) + $92 (food) = $182
Couples=$90 (lodging) + $46
(food) = $136
Singles=$90 (lodging) + $23
(food) = $113
Commuter Rate=$23 for meals
Sign up in the Office. Deadline is
January 31, 2013.
Scholarships are available – talk
to Will or Wendy.
You will need to let Will
Purushotham in the church office
know about where you would like
to stay overnight at the retreat.
Camp John Knox has multiple
housing options available from
the dorms to the cabins with bathrooms and heat. It is possible to
share cabins with other families to
help lower the cost of your stay.
The dorm has six rooms with
bathrooms in each room and is
handicap accessible.
The B unit has five cabins
available. (Includes bathrooms in
each cabin)
The C unit has the following
available:
Cabins C4 & C5 (includes
bathrooms in each cabin)
Cabins C1-C3 (You will
have to walk to the bathrooms are
in the dorm.)
We can set you up
with a roommate or you can make
roommate requests.
Our Heart of Christianity sessions will be held in the
newly renovated B Lodge and
childcare will be provided in Abel
Lodge.

The Open Door
As the month of December
draws to a close, we’re sending out
this abbreviated newsletter—our
regular contributors have not been
asked to take time from their holidays to prepare news articles, and
we are taking this opportunity to
offer a quick thank-you , and a look
ahead into the new year.
First, the thanks — As you all
know, December was a very busy
month. We shared the gift of hospitality with our neighbors as we
decorated our building and gave
food and presents to those who
came. As the Advent season progressed, we continued to share the
gifts and talents that God has given
us as we ministered in prison,
rang bells, visited the shut-ins, lifted our voices in song and praise,
and re-told the old, old story in a
delightful new way. Many, many
thanks to all who came and organized, participated, and shared of
themselves and their blessings this
Advent and Christmas Season.
And now, a look ahead — the
rest of this newsletter is full of information about activities and opportunities that will be coming up in
the new year.
Also, another addition is
the Epiphany Celebration
Jan 5 at 6:30 at Dick Evans and
Celia Simon's house. We will have
a short Epiphany service, a bonfire
and share cookies and cider.
Amy Coen passes along this email:
Subject: MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
Hey Amy hope you are well and
the kids are fine. I wish to take this
opportunity to thank you for the
continued support, prayers and
love for me and the children at
Grace school. Thank you and May
God Bless you and your family.
Have a Merry X-Mas and a prosperous 2014. Pass our warm regards to church and the children.

Do you have Spring
Break plans?

Join us for a multi-generational
mission trip. Everyone is welcome
to join the Bethel Youth Ministry for
a mission trip to the Asheville
Youth Mission in Asheville, NC and
doing the following:
-Physical labor
-Visiting local residents
-Playing games with kids.
-Sharing a meal with the homeless.
Simply, we will all be experiencing what it means to be Christ’s
hands and feet in the world.
The cost will be $295 per person;
scholarships are available.

Youth Ministry

The Bethel Youth Ministry is planning a trip to Montreat this summer. What is Montreat you might
ask?
Montreat is a Presbyterian
Church (PCUSA) retreat center
located in Western North Carolina. This event is a life changing
and spiritual experience for youth
and adults. We are planning to
attend week number one (June 17). The cost per student is $265.
This will include all of your food,
transportation and lodging costs as
well as your fee for the conference.
We need to have your first payment of $100 by January 15th. You
will need to make your next payment of $100 on February 15th and
the final payment of $65 on March
15th.
Scholarships are available – talk
to Will. If you need to arrange a
different payment schedule – talk to
Will.
Bethel Friends,
Our family thanks all of you for the
calls, cards and most of all your
prayers during this time of loss of
our beloved Frank. We ask for
your continued prayers as we walk
this part of our journey.
Blessings to all, Linda Jones

Thank you, love Monica.
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Mon
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New Year’s Day
Office Closed

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

25

Epiphany
Sunday
Communion
Epiphany Celebration at Dick &
Celia’s 6:30

12

Fellowship Team
5:30
Property Team
5:30
Fellowship Supper 6:30
Hymn Sing 7:15

19

20

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

31

H.O.M.E.
Offering
Session 12:15
Faith Formation
Series

26
Study Team
12:15
Serve Team
12:15
Faith Formation
Series

Deadline for
signup for
Church Family
Retreat

