
Bethel Presbyterian Church 
203 S. Kentucky Street 

Kingston, TN 37763 

 

To Contact Us: 

Phone: 865.376.6340 

Fax: 865.376.6390 

Email: 1bethel@bellsouth.net 

Website: www.bethelpcusa.org 

Dear Friends, 
 

 It’s Christmas!  We are in 

the midst of the famous Twelve 

Days of Christmas that culmi-

nate on Epiphany, January 6.  

It’s too bad really that we 

don’t celebrate the Twelve 

Days of Christmas with any-

thing other than a song these 

days.  I so wish we did cele-

brate them, maybe then we 

could savor those days of 

Christmas without the con-

sumer pressure that gets us in 

Advent.  At the end of those 

Twelve Days we could have a 

big Epiphany feast, eating and 

rejoicing together in the Light 

who has come into the world.   

 

 Maybe if we celebrated 

the Twelve Days of Christmas 

and feasted on Epiphany, we 

might then be prepared to re-

affirm our baptismal vows and 

ordain and install our elders, 

not just because that is what  

we do the second Sunday of 

January but because that is 

how we respond to this great  

 

 

 

gift of Light that has come into 

the world.   We respond to the 

light shining with the little 

flicker of it that is in us.  Some-

times we are so exhausted 

from Christmas and New 

Year’s celebrations that we 

simply go through the motions 

of January.   

 

 Maybe this year we 

can find a few moments at 

the end of the Twelve Days of 

Christmas to pause, to 

breathe, to see the light flick-

ering in us so that we may ap-

proach the reaffirmation of 

our baptismal vows with ex-

citement and energy.  That is 

one of the most wonderful, 

most moving worship services 

we have all year.  Not only do 

we, on that second Sunday of 

January – Baptism of the Lord 

Sunday, reaffirm that we turn 

from the world and turn to 

ward God, but we also ordain 

and install elders who make 

commitments to live into their  

 

 

 

 

baptismal promises in specific  

ways.  And we witness to the 

priesthood of all believers as all 

the ordained elders and dea-

cons and ministers gather 

around those elders and lay on 

hands, offering prayer, providing 

a conduit of sorts for the Holy 

Spirit to come upon them just like 

the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus 

at his baptism.   

 

 May we hear again the 

words Jesus heard, the words 

echoed at our baptisms, “This is 

my beloved son/daughter, in 

whom I am well pleased.”  In-

deed remembering our baptisms 

reminds us to whom we belong, 

and who we are as we seek to 

live and love, to serve and help 

each day in this world.   

 

Merry Christmas, 

Wendy 
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The Open Door 





Bethel Family Retreat 
The Bethel Family Retreat is scheduled for February 7-8. The costs for lodging and food are listed below. We 

have developed a housing and meal plan with everyone in mind. Childcare will be available during the ses-

sions. 

You can sign up online or registration forms can be picked up in the church office.  

 

The deadline to register is January 21st 

 

 Cost Breakdown: 

 Lodging    Meals 

 Cabin-$90   Adults 11-up: $25 

 Dorm Room-$50  Children 5-10: $12 

 

Contact Will Purushotham in the church office to setup your lodging and payment 

The dorm has six rooms with bathrooms in each room and is handicap accessible. 

There are 5 cabins available in B unit (Bathrooms are located in each cabin) 

We can set you up with a roommate or you can make roommate requests. 

Our study sessions will be held in B Lodge and childcare will be provided in Abel Lodge. 

 

Sample Costs: 
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How Many People? Lodging 
$50 (Dorm)  

$90 (Cabin) 

Meals (Lunch, Dinner & 

Breakfast) 
($0 0-5) 
($12 5-10) 
($25 11-up) 
  

Total 

Commuter (Meals only) XXXXX $25 $25 

Singles $50 (Dorm) $25 
  

$75 (Dorm) 

Couples 
  
  

$50 (Dorm) $50 $ 100 (Dorm) 
$140 (Cabin) 

Family of 2  

(1 Parent & 1 child 5-10 

years old) 

$50 (Dorm) $37 $87 (Dorm) 

Family of 4 

(Parents & 2 children 1 

child 5-10 & 1 child 11-up) 
  

$50 (Dorm)/ $90 

(Cabin) 
$87 $137 (Dorm) 

$ 177 (Cabin) 

Family of 4 (Parents & 2 

children 5-10 years old) 
  

$50 (Dorm)/ $90 

(Cabin) 
$74 $124 (Dorm) 

$164 (Cabin) 

Family of 4 (Parents & 2 

Teens) 
  
  

$50 (Dorm) / $90 

(Cabin) 
$100 $150 (Dorm) $190 

(Cabin) 









   January 2015 
1 
 

New Year’s 

Day 

Office Closed 

2 3 
 

Beginners’ Tai 

Chi class starts 

4 
 

Communion 

Sunday 

Faith Team 
12:15 

Epiphany Bon-

fire 5 PM at the 
Evans/Simon 

farm 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
 

Wills Workshop 

12:15 

12 13 14 15 
 

Youth Summit 

Reservation 

Deadline 

16 17 
 

Session Retreat 

9 AM to 2 PM 

18 
 

H.O.M.E. food 

collection 

Spaghetti Din-
ner Fundraiser 

12:15 

No Session 
Meeting 

19 20 21 
Deadline for 

Retreat Reser-

vations 

Fellowship 
Team 5:30 

Property Team 

5:30 
Fellowship Sup-

per 6:30 

22 23 24 

25 
 

Serve Team 

12:15 

Study Team 
12:15 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

Weekly Events: 
Bethel Arts Ministry: Art Club—Adults: Mon. 10-Noon & Mon 

6:30-8:30 PM    

Taoist Tai Chi: Tues. 6-7:30 PM, Sat. 9-10:30 AM 

Kids Spanish Tues. 5-5:45 Beg. Spanish: Tues. 6-6:45 PM 

Bell Choir Practice: Wednesdays 6:00 PM 

Choir Practice: Wednesdays 7:00 PM 

Bethel Youth Ministry: Sundays and Wednesdays; check 

page 4 for times 

       


