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Dear Friends,
As I write, we are two
weeks away from Election
Day. What an election cycle
it has been – one many of us
would be happy to never repeat again, I’m sure. There is
much angst in our nation right
now, and frankly I don’t think
that will disappear on Nov 9.
There is a fear that pervades
much of our national discourse, a fear borne of uncertainty about the future. The
world is changing – too fast
for some, not fast enough for
others. And so here we are.
As the people of God, we
have been here before. God
called Abraham and Sarah
and told them to go – no direction, no address, just go.
Their road wasn’t always easy
and had more than few
bumps in it but in the end
they put their trust in God,
and God made of them a
great nation. When our ancestors found themselves en-

slaved in Egypt and burdened by oppression they
called out to God and God
set them free in the wilderness. They didn’t know from
day to day what would happen or where they would be,
what they would eat or drink.
But over the course of 40
years, a golden calf, Ten
Commandments and an incident with a snake, they
learned to trust God and
found themselves in the
Promised Land flowing with
milk and honey.
As God’s people looked
around at their new home in
Babylonian exile, they heard
God say to build houses and
plant crops and seek the
welfare of the city where
they were. They were to
marry and live life – live it well
for themselves and the Babylonians. And so they did, in
that foreign land, and they
prospered even in exile.
When Jesus ascended into
Heaven that little band of
disciples had only his words
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of hope and direction and their
faith in God and God’s way in
the world. Yet they set out and
spread the good news of the
Gospel despite punishment,
death, corruption in the
church, barriers of language
and geography.
Our ancestors in the faith
have lived through the Reformation, the Civil War, two
World Wars and more. Though
the earth should tremble and
the mountains crumble, God is
still God and we are still called
to follow God’s way of seeking
justice, loving kindness and
walking humbly with God. Let
us not give in to the angst and
fear of the day but rather witness to God’s transforming love
and serve as agents of God’s
reconciling grace. Let us find
ways to reach out to one another in love and kindness trusting in the promises of God.
Grace and peace,
Wendy
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Children’s Fall Party
The children’s annual fall party
will be Nov 13 from 4-6pm at
Gary and Dianne Griffith’s
farm. There will be games,
crafts, a hayride and a hot
dog roast. All children toddlers
through fifth grade are welcome. See Wendy, Dianne or
Gary for directions.

Youth Seven HourSlam
Middle and High School youth
Seven Hour slam will be Nov 11
from 7pm to 2am. We will
venture out for bowling, watch
movies in the youth room and
play games. Pizza and snacks
will be provided. Please let
Wendy know you are coming
so we have adequate transportation.

Alternative
Christmas Market

Once again on Sunday, Nov 6
we will have PalCraft Aid with
us selling Palestinian olive
wood crafts and gifts. This is a
great opportunity to buy beautiful Christmas gifts and help
support artisans through this fair
trade cooperative. There will
also be some Equal Exchange
items such as coffee, tea and
chocolate available.

November Birthdays
1
2
3
7
9
10
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14
16
20
21
25
27
28
29
30

Josh Brown
Diego Vanegas
Jack McNew
Julie Hart
Lyric Rivera
Chelsea Richmond Shirk
Nancy Landers
Leonard Kirby
Charlie King
Larry Koppelberger
Eyan Choate
Bill Shadden
Brian Shelby
Jimmy Walker
Jim Gerberding
Andy Avel
Cyndi Fowler
Bryson Turnbill
Jerry Harvey

November Fellowship Supper
Come and enjoy a meal with an Italian flair, to
offset all the turkey you will consume this
Thanksgiving. Please bring an Italian dish to
share, your place setting, and a friend. Bethel’s
Fellowship Supper for November will be held on
Wednesday, November 16th beginning at 6:30
P.M. Hope to see you there.
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Looking ahead
Surely it isn’t possible that we
are already
looking ahead
to Christmas!
While it is true
that we still
have time for
shopping for
our own families, we need
to begin now
to think of the
people we will
be helping during the Advent
Season.


memorials



We have
already begun the process
of taking applications for
Christmas baskets, and if we
follow the timeline of years
past, this means that the
Angel Tree will go up soon,
and we’ll select names and
buy gifts, donate money for
food, and distribute food
and gifts during the Hanging
of the Greens celebration,
which will happen on December 4.
Another opportunity for giving comes when we are
asked to provide goody
bags for the inmates at Morgan County Regional Cor-



rectional Complex. These
bags contain candy, snacks
and personal items for men
who will be alone at
Christmas. For many of
them, these small gifts will
be all that they receive.
The list of things that can
be included is very specific, and we have found
that it works best to ask
for monetary donations,
buy the specific items in
bulk, and make up the
bags so that each bag
contains exactly the
same things. Please consider making a donation,
and specify “prison
goody bags” on the
memo line of your check.
Also, for you wonderful dessert makers – we’ve been
asked to partner with a
church in Harriman to provide desserts for the Christmas banquet for a group of
about 200 inmates. This is
another effort that is greatly
appreciated – prison diets
don’t often include fancy
desserts! The banquet will
be on December 6th. If you
can prepare something,
please contact Karen Schall
(schallk@highland.net or
423-369-2955).

In memory of Bill Martin from
Tom and Jane Pickel, Bill and Betty Ulrich
In memory of Rev. Dick Hettrick from
Mark and Kathy Banker
In memory of Rev. Marc Sherrod from
Mark and Kathy Banker
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Communion
Servers Needed
Susan Garner is now coordinating the schedule of elders who
serve communion on the first
Sunday of each month Shewould like to schedule quarterly
instead of monthly. Please let
Susan know if there are months
that you know you will not be
available and months that
would be better for you to
serve.
Contact Susan at 376-2591 or at
susangarner0604@comcast.net
Thank you!

Free to Good Home:
The swing/play set in the church
yard is getting ready to be replaced. While the lumber is in
sad shape, the plastic parts
(swings, slide, etc.) are still
good. If you would like to have
the parts, you may have them
for free if you dismantle the set.
Deadline for salvaging is November 10 – after that, it gets
recycled. Talk to Gary Griffith if
you are interested.

Community
Thanksgiving
Service
On November 22 at 7pm. ,
there will be a Roane County
Cooperative Ministries community Thanksgiving Service at
Bethel.
Further details will appear in the
bulletin.

BAM
Bethel Arts Ministry’s evening
group has changed hours for
the winter — they will meet from
5:30 until 7:30 until further notice.
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National Donor Sabbath:
11-13 November 2016

In celebration of National Donor Sabbath, we offer the words of this
hymn, as published in “Presbyterian News Service” 11/10/2014
God, Each Day You Give is Precious
(a hymn for National Donor Sabbath by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette)
God, each day you give is precious; it’s a joyful thing to live!
We are stewards of the wonders of these bodies that you give.
In our heartbeats, in our breathing, in our walking, in our sight,
We are blessed to be a blessing, and your grace is our delight.

Welcome to our
New Members
We received following folks into
membership at Bethel in the last
two months. If you haven’t already done so, please take
time to introduce yourself and
extend a warm welcome.

Yet when tragedy is sudden, when we’re faced with pain and death,
When a body is too broken to receive another breath,
When it seems that none can cheer us, when a loved one is too ill,
In these times when death is near us, life becomes more precious still.
We are grateful for the vision of the ones who have prepared:
Who have made the firm decision that, in death, life must be shared,
For when earthly bodies fail them, as they’re welcomed into heaven,
Others here will know a blessing from the life these saints have given.
God, we thank you for the families who, in saying their good-byes,
Seek to end their neighbors' suffering, giving hope and changing lives
—
And for resurrection glory, we give thanks and praises, too.
Death can never end our story, for you’ll make us whole and new.

Elaine Steele

We are made to make a difference, we are made to laugh and
dance,
So we thank you for each person who receives a second chance.
For they know that life is precious; they can see another dawn.
They are blessed to be a blessing as the joy of life goes on.
(May be sung to: BEACH SPRING 8.7.8.7 D (“God Whose Giving
Knows No Ending”)

Fred and Shirley Swindler

Welcome!
Larry and Moira Koppelberger
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Property Team
5:30 PM
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Team 5:30 PM
Fellowship Supper 6:30 PM
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Ten 10 Book
Club 10 AM
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Sunday
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Generosity Fair
after Worship
Childrens’ Fall
Party 3 PM

Finance Team
6 PM
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Offering
Session 12:15
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Community
Thanksgiving
Service 7 PM
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Serve Team
12:15 PM
Study Team
12:15 PM

Generosity
Team 7 PM
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Thanksgiving
Day
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Each Week:
Bethel Arts Ministry: Art Club—Adults: Mon. 10Noon & Mon 5:30-7:30 PM
Taoist Tai Chi: Tues. 6-7:30 PM, Fri. 10-11:30 AM,
Sat. 9-10:30 AM
Choir Practice: Wednesdays 7:00 PM
Yoga: Thursdays 5:30 PM

