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Dear Friends,

We are halfway through Lent. In worship we have journeyed through the things that change as we reflect
on our life of faith during Lent. The final Sunday in March we talked about how our seeing, or our perceptions
change. In that vein, there has been much talk about immigration of late in our national discourse. The PCU-
SA has developed several Bible studies that give us a per s
people. We have used those materials in Sunday School classes in the recent past.

Many things are said in that national discourse that we
about. The following quiz comes from the PCUSA materials and highlights some of the complexities as well as
myths surrounding around immigration. | hope it will help us all see this particular concern with new eyes as we

continue to seek Godd&és way in the worl d. The answers are
an infographic in the Gathering Area that outlines the process to become a citizen of the US.
Grace and peace, Wendy
Test your knowledge of | mmigration Fact s;
1. US immigration law was last overhauled in .
a. 1889 b. 1938 c. 1955 d. 1996 e. 2002
2. Currently, there are permanent immigrant visas available for low -skill workers, for example farm
workers and landscapers, available for the whole country every year.
a. 5,000 b. 10,000 c. 25,000 d. 55,000 e. 100,000
3. I f youdre not a citizen of the US, youdre undocument ec
a. True b. False
4. If you are a legal permanent resident (you have a green card) and you marry a citizen of the Philippines,
your spouse will wait year(s) to receive a valid visa to enter the US.
a. 1 b. 2 c. 4 d 8 e. 15
5. If you have a US citizen child ( a child born in the US) but you are undocumented, you can stay in the US.
a. True b. False
6 . I f youdre a business owner who builds roofs and whil e
citizen you want to hire, you can complete the paperwork and have your new employee in the US:
a. By the end of the year b. in1yr c. in3yrs d. in6yrs e. in8yrs
7. Inthe US % of children live in a household where at least one parent is undocumented.
a. 15 b. 2.8 c. 7 d. 8.9
(answers on page 3)




Hol y Week
Sunday, April 9
Palm Sunday

Worship at 11:00 AM
Community Service in the
afternoon.

Thursday, April 13
Maundy Thursday

Joint worship with KUMC
7 PM at KUMC

Friday, April 14

Good Friday

Joint worship with KUMC
7 PM at Bethel

Sunday April 16

Easter Sunday

Sunrise Service at 6:45;
followed by breakfast.
Easter Egg Hunt at the
Bethel Cemetery during
Sunday School

Worship at 11 AM
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The Open Door

Save t he

Sunday, April 23 is special for
two reasons:

The 23 is Youth Sunday,
which means that worship will
be led by our youth. It is always
a treat to see and hear what
thel@s @hd LiJhsibhtethat our
youth have to share.

The annual Bethel Arts Minis-
try (BAM) art show will
be Sunday, April 23. You can
see the many talents of the art-
ists displayed be-
tween Sunday School and wor-
ship and then have a chance
to talk with the artists them-
selves during the reception fol-
lowing worship. We are grateful
to be able to offer space for
creativity to be expressed and
community to be formed and
appreciate the opportunity to
see the art that is created
through the year.

DatBe rt hdays

3 Amanda Purushotham
4 Laura Windhausen
6 Mary Kathryn Willett
9 Bill Sides
10 Cathy McDowell
13 Sherry Burchfield
17 Chuck Brumley
19 Clay Landers
Sheryl Stadnik
22 Dolores Sandmel
23 Sophie Crocker
27 Sarah Applegate
David Choate
Joni Morgan
28 Nancy Braski
30 Previn Griffith Langham

Prayer

Assisted Living and Nursing
Homes

Wellington Place

1098 Bradford Way, 37763
Chris Badger, Room 107
The Lantern

| nt er nat I 0o n aids MornypPoie Dr..@eroir

On April 19t we will be having
an Internationally themed fel-
lowship dinner at 6:30 in the Fel-
lowship Hall. We will be cele-
brating countries from all

around the world. If you would
like to host a table and provide
decorations for a particular
country, please contact the
office at (865) 376 -6340. Every-
one is invited to bring your fa-
vorite international food.

Host s

The fellowship team still has sev-
eral fellowship dinners that are

in need of a host. If you are in-
terested in hosting a fellowship
dinner or have any questions,
please contact Rachel Gal-

laher at (865) 307 - 9976.

City 37772

Dick Evans

Cornerstone Village -North

2-1 Oak St., Johnson City 37601
Tauno Maki

Prayer Requests:
April Jackson
George McGill

Jim & Mary B. Hines

We goofaetdrdonthns

newsletter featured a photo and
welcome notice about Adam

Neede dthidgeﬁ who rejoined Bethel af-

ef being gone for awhile. Only
problem was, we incorrectly
identified Adam as Clay Badger.
Sorry, Adam, and again, wel-
come back!

Re mi



The Open Door

Dear Friends

Consider the following facts

from the National Alliance on
Mental Health (NAMI) and from
omental heal t hmi

ll

In any given year, 26% of
adults in America suffer from
a diagnosable mental disor-
der.

Mental illnesses affect all of
us, regardless of age, gen-
der, economic status or eth-
nicity.

20% of U.S. service mem-
bers who served in Iraq or
Afghanistan suffers from ma-
jor depression or combat
stress (PTSD)

50% of all chronic mental
illnesses begin by age 14
and 75% begin by age 24.
One in ten children and
youth has a serious mental
health condition.
Depression is the leading
cause of disability world-
wide.

60% of adults with a mental
illness did not receive men-
tal health services in the
previous year

20%-25% of jail and prison
inmates and youth involved
with juvenile justice live with
a serious mental illness.
One life is lost to suicide
every 15.8 minutes. The sui-
cide rate for older adults is
50% higher than the nation-
al rate as a whole

60% of individuals with a
mental health issue go first
to a spiritual leader for help

Silence of the church on this
topic only reinforces the stigma.

People with mental problems
are not a statistic. They are our

pefgl&bgrg. r;l'iéey aye. members

of our congregation and mem-

bers of our families. They are in

every walk of life. Our faith

calls us to compassion. We are
to care for the sick. Healing
and wholeness are at the heart

of our lives together.
Because a problem of this

magnitude will not just go away

and because we are com-
pelled to take action, the Beth-

el Study Team wants to begin a

conversation about mental

health issues. We hope to pro-

vide education and to help to

de -stigmatize these issues. We

want to help our church be-

come a healing presence in the
lives of those who struggle with

these disorders.
Please plan to join us for a six
week study during the Sunday

school hour beginning on  April
23. If you have questions or are

interested in helping with this
new ministry you may contact

Wendy or Susan Garner at 865 -

376-2591 or susan-
garner0604@comcast.net.
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answer s
ns on p.

1996 & in 2002 Homeland Secu-
rity took over the old Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Services
but no real changes to policy
were made.

5,000 &

False 0 there are four catego-
ries: citizen, non -immigrant
(those here to study or work
without the intention of becom-
ing a citizen) , immigrant (those
with green cards; recently 12
million people applied for
55,000 spots), undocumented
(those who crossed borders
without visas and those who
overstayed student or tourist
visas)

8 years ohttps://
travel.state.gov/content/en/
immigrate.html has more infor-
mation about the immigration
process and wait times. Thisis a
very complicated process.
There is an infographic in the
Gathering Area that outlines
that process.

False

6 years & the above website
also outlines wait times for em-
ployment; this is a complex pro-
cess of paperwork, trying to fill
the job with US workers, proving

that a US worker

the job and leaving the job
vacant while trying to hire a
foreign worker. It also costs a
significant amount of money.
7% - this number actually only
represents children from kinder-
gartento 12 th grade so may be
slightly higher when considering
all children from birthto 12
grade .
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Bet Bel
Bi g
Birthday
Bash

Bethel Presbyterian Church
has a very special birthday
coming up din June of 2018
we will celebrate the 200
niversary of our church. We
plan to kick off a year
ebration beginning on June 4
of this year. We have tons of
activities in mind; beginning
with a kick -off celebration in
early June, an old -fashioned
4th of July celebration, an
Open House in the fall, and
concluding with a big celebra-
tion in June of 2018, along with
a re -enactment of the drama

th an-

-long cel-

The Open Door

Needless to say, 2017 -18
promises to be a VERY busy
year, and we will need lots and
|l ots of helping
hoping to put together a
group of volunteers to help us

pull this off. So
tified a need for the following

groups:

Publicity Team

Historians

Steering Committees for:
Kickoff Event this June
July 4th Celebration
Fall Open House
June 2018
Church Cal

Celebrati
|l ed Bet he
On Sunday, April30 hwe & | |
have a brief time after worship <:
to meet with folks from the

X Birthday Steering Committee,
OA Chur C.h _Cal I ed Befohe%ar‘]{/oupthogg t& Share
lots of other goodies like cook- ideas, and give everyone a
books, oral and written histo- chanée to sign up to help
ries, a time capsule, and tons wherever they feel led to con-
of food and fellowship. tribute.
Pr esb y t er i particular church, in our case
Bethel, What does this mean?
I nvest ment arhdhewdsl didhs:
Pr o g ram ( Pl L I:)In)order to borrow funds at
During Betheldos anmwalpPrmgeta-mds base i

ing we discussed the Presbyteri-
an Investment and Loan Pro-
gram (PILP) that provided the
mortgage for building project.
The PILP is a non-profit corpora-
tion of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A), created to provide low
cost loans to congregations, of
the PC(USA), like Bethel. PILP
seeks to partner with congrega-
tions to determine the best fi-
nancial results for the project.
Individuals, churches, and Pres-

byteries invest in PILP to provide

funds to support the lending

program, similar to the original
concept of Savings and Loans.
You heard that
your investment can support a

rate, congregations commit to
building an investment base
equal to 20% of the initial loan
amount. When the investment
level exceeds 20%, the church
can earn rebates on their inter-

- est paid. Rebates are paid at

investment levels of 35%, 50%,
75% and 100% and could re-
duce their effective interest rate
on the loan by as much as one
full percentage point.

When you make an invest-
ment and oOdesignatebo
port of Bethel, you can help us
qualify for the rebates. By lower-

6 d e s/T9NE QOB pf oy mortgage,
we tan repay the loan faster or

0
I

Questions? At present, the
steering committee is made up
of Scott McGill, Jeff Paris, Rog-

h a n ¢sRichmdifdOkiargn Schall, Alf

Rybka, Sherry Burchfield, Mark
Banker, Laurg Dailey, and Cyn-

f %i'Fowlel! BeBi Yrée to'tafk fo" -

any one of us, or join us if you
can. Our next meeting will be
Tuesday, April 18 at 6:30 in the
library

PENCIL IT IN

direct the savings back into
the mission of the church.

Investments are notes like
Certificates of Deposits (CD)
at bamks.ersutmay invest as
short as 6 months up to 5
years. Atthe end of your
term, you may reinvest for an-
other term or withdraw all or a
portion of your investment.
Through the generosity of the
Presbytery and many member
of Bethel, we have been able
to receive the interest rebates.
To learn more about the pro-
gram, visit their website,
pilp .pcusa .org or call (800) 903
-7457, x5865.

it

n sup-






