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F rom the Pastor 
     In a sermon several weeks ago, I 
mentioned meditating on the gospel story of 
the lame man whose friends couldn’t get 
him inside the door into the room where 
Jesus was and, instead, took him onto the 
roof, created a new entrance, lowered him to 
Jesus, there to receive forgiveness and 
healing.  I likened the lame man’s 
experience to mine -- the need I have for 
friends who can help bring me into 
the healing aura of the divine 
presence.  You are those friends, 
my friends!   You have done that 
for me in such powerful ways – the 
healing service with laying on of 
hands last Sunday, encircled as I 
was by so many family, friends, 
church members, loved ones; the 
cross I now wear blessed by the youth and 
advisors who prayed for me during the 
Resurrection weekend; your own rituals and 
gestures of prayer and remembrance.  And 
there are others in our community, too, who 
suffer or who face an uncertain future, who 
have felt the prayers of God’s people in their 
own hour of need. Please, believe that the 
prayers of God’s children – your prayers – 
can lighten the load and help each of us find 
a way through the darkness.  
 From the outset of my diagnosis with 
Type C Thyanoma or cancer of the Thymus, 
my medical oncologists at Vanderbilt 
University Hospital and the Thompson 
Cancer Survival Center in Oak Ridge have 
diligently sought a cure for this rare, 
malignant cancer that has now begun to 
metastasize to various parts of my body.  
Through an amazingly delicate but 
successful procedure, I benefited from a 
throat surgery that enabled my vocal cords 
to recapture much of their sound-making 
quality that I feared had been permanently 
lost; through several chemotherapies and a 
bunch of radiation treatments, medical 
expertise has slowed the cancer’s progress 
and given me the gift of many days.  Further 
chemo and radiation therapies will likely be 
of a palliative, rather than curative, nature.   
     If my blood counts reach certain levels, I 
may qualify for a Phase One Clinical Trial at 
Vanderbilt.  If that happens, medicines that 
have successfully been used to treat lab 
animals would be administered to me to help 
determine their human effectiveness.  There 

are still yet many unanswered questions if I 
should qualify for this clinical trial.  And if 
this happens, I may need to call on various 
ones for transportation or other kinds of 
assistance.  

I truly don’t know what tomorrow 
holds, nor can I pretend to know the divine 
desire for my life and ministry, but I do 
covet assurance that you’re in prayerful 
solidarity with me, and with that, a hopeful 
sense that we are never alone because of all 

we share as members together of 
Christian community. 
 I write all of this fully 
aware, just across the street, of the 
near completion of a dream and a 
project we’ve been praying for, 
planning, working on, and 
contributing to for so many months 

and years . . . . it is so close that I can almost 
taste the food from the first church supper, 
hear the doxology being sung, feel the joy 
and laughter of friends being reunited, sense 
the release and blessing of a peace 
surpassing all understanding.  Before too 
much longer . . . .  
     I would be the first to admit that it’s 
sometimes hard to fathom the Almighty’s 
mysterious ways in our midst; faith means to 
trust even when we don’t have all the 
answers -- sometimes not even partial 
answers.  But we do have one another, and 
we do have the power of Christian 
community and the hope that there will 
always be an overflowing measure of grace 
and mercy to sustain us and to carry us 
through the day and into the night. 
Grace & Peace 
Marc Sherrod, Minister  
 
If it’s time for Fat Tuesday, then Lent 
must be just around the corner!! 
Believe it or not, February 25 is Ash 
Wednesday, the traditional date marking the 
beginning of the season of Lent, our 40 day 
preparatory period as we journey towards 
Holy Week, Good Friday, and the 
culmination of our faith, Easter Sunday!  
We’re planning some special Lenten studies 
on Wednesday nights that will involve both 
KUMC and Bethel, so please stay tuned for 
details! 
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